
Safety Manifestations on Glass:
Legal Requirements in Ireland
In Ireland, safety manifestations on glass are legally mandated in specific locations to enhance safety and accessibility.

This document outlines the key regulations, requirements, and implementation guidelines for safety manifestations on

glass surfaces in buildings. Construction professionals, building owners, and facility managers must adhere to these

regulations to ensure compliance and reduce the risk of collisions in glazed areas.



Key Regulations Governing Safety
Manifestations
Several regulations in Ireland govern the implementation of safety manifestations on glass

surfaces. These regulations work in tandem to ensure comprehensive safety measures are in

place across various building types and environments.

1 Building Regulations Technical
Guidance Document M

This document provides detailed

guidance on access and use of

buildings, including specific

requirements for safety manifestations

on glass surfaces to ensure visibility

and reduce collision risks.

2 Safety, Health and Welfare at
Work (General Application)
Regulations 2007

These regulations outline general

safety requirements in workplaces,

including provisions for transparent

doors and glazed areas to be

appropriately marked for visibility.

3 Safety, Health and Welfare at
Work (Construction)
Regulations 2013

Specific to the construction industry,

these regulations include safety

measures for glazed areas on

construction sites and in newly

constructed buildings.

4 Building Regulations Parts M
and N

These parts of the Building Regulations

focus on access, use, and glazing

safety, providing comprehensive

guidelines for implementing safety

manifestations in various building

types.



Specific Requirements for Safety
Manifestations

The regulations stipulate precise requirements for the implementation of safety manifestations on glass surfaces. These

requirements are designed to ensure maximum visibility and safety for all building users.

1 Positioning of Manifestations

Glass doors and glazed screens must have manifestations at two specific levels: between 850 to

1000mm above floor level, and between 1400 to 1600mm above floor level. This dual-level approach

ensures visibility for both standing adults and children or wheelchair users.

2 Visual Contrast

Manifestations must provide a clear visual contrast against the background seen through the glass. This

contrast must be effective from both inside and outside the building, and in all lighting conditions,

including bright sunlight and low-light situations.

3 Transparent Door Markings

All transparent doors must be marked at a conspicuous level. This may include additional markings

beyond the standard two-level manifestations, such as door handles or frames that stand out visually.

4 Swing Doors and Gates

Swing doors and gates must either be fully transparent or incorporate see-through panels. This

requirement ensures that users can see if someone is approaching from the other side, reducing the risk

of collisions.



Implementation Guidelines

Proper implementation of safety manifestations is crucial to ensure compliance with regulations and maximize safety

benefits. Building professionals should consider the following guidelines when applying safety manifestations:

Use high-quality, durable manifestation films that can withstand regular cleaning and daily wear and tear.

Ensure the manifestation design is aesthetically pleasing while meeting all regulatory requirements.

Consider using manifestations that incorporate branding elements or wayfinding information, adding value beyond

safety compliance.

Regularly inspect and maintain manifestations to ensure they remain visible and effective over time.

Document the installation process and keep records of compliance for potential future audits or inspections.

When selecting and applying manifestation films, it's essential to choose products that are specifically designed to

comply with Approved Document M and Document N of the building regulations. These films should be professionally

installed to ensure proper positioning and adhesion.



Importance of Compliance and Future
Considerations

Compliance with safety manifestation regulations is not just a legal requirement; it's a crucial aspect of creating safe and

accessible environments for all building users. Failure to comply can result in legal consequences, increased liability

risks, and potential harm to building occupants.

Legal Implications

Non-compliance with safety

manifestation regulations can lead

to fines, legal action, and potential

closure of buildings until proper

measures are implemented. Regular

audits and inspections may be

conducted to ensure ongoing

compliance.

Ethical Considerations

Beyond legal requirements,

implementing proper safety

manifestations demonstrates a

commitment to user safety and

accessibility. It's an ethical

responsibility for building owners

and managers to create inclusive

environments for all users, including

those with visual impairments.

Future Trends

As technology advances, we may

see new innovations in safety

manifestations, such as smart glass

that can change opacity or display

dynamic safety information. Building

professionals should stay informed

about emerging technologies and

potential updates to regulations.

By prioritizing compliance with safety manifestation regulations, construction professionals, building owners, and facility

managers in Ireland can create safer, more accessible spaces while mitigating legal and ethical risks associated with

glass-related accidents.


